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ConceBted illness: JFK was diagnosed as early as 1947 with Addison's” 
disease, a treatable but incurable failure of the adrenal gland ° 



may have had several small strokes 
before he was first elected in 1912. 

► During Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
fourth term, the president’s failing 
health was kept from the public: he 
was pictured only behind his desk. 

When a visitor was shocked by 
Roosevelt’s poor appearance, Tahnr 
Secretary Fiances Perkins told the 
visitor not to tell anyone: “He has a 
great and terrible job to do, and he’s 
got to do it even if it kills him.” Roo- 
sevelt died three months later. 

. ► Grover Cleveland in 1893 un- 
derwent secret cancer surgery to re- 
move a growth in his mouth. Facing 
a tumultuous economy, Cleveland 
feared that disclosure of his surgery 
would worry financial markets. 

“In the past, presidential adminis- 
trabons have not been completely 
honest when it comes to the presi- 
dent’s health,” says Thomas Horrick, 
curator of the exhibit 



“Some of those presidents were 
not aware themselves how sick thev 
were.” ' 

George Lundberg, one of the pa- 
thologists at President Kennedy’s 
1963 autopsy, says Kennedy missed 
an opportunity during his time in of- 
fice to teach the public about health 
issues. 

“Full disclosure by the president 
and competent physicians illustrat- 
ing the nature of the disease and how 
well it was being treated would have 
educated the public not to be con- 
cerned,” says Lundberg, now editor 
in chief of the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 
i „*? ut 1 "°“ ld imagine that in the 
1960s, political strategists would 
have counseled that in a close race 
that might have swung enough voters 
to lose the electioa” 

► Clinton’s records, 1A 



